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EMERSON says very beautifully of the Sab-
bath that the" cathedral music of history 
• 
breathes through it a psalm to our solitude;'" 
it runs like an open highway back to the very 
beginnings of history, and in every genera-
tion the feet of worshipers have added to its 
, 
sanctity. Equally venerable is the Christian 
Church, or rather the practice and habit of 
worship which it represents. No age has 
bOOn so low in the scale of civilization, or SO 
• 
devoid of spiritual fellowship, that it has 
lacked its smoking altar, its shining temple; 
0)' its upper room filled with seekers after 
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truth and righteousness . . In every genera-
tion the invisible God has seen his human 
children on bended knee asking his presence 
and power in the manifold troubles of their 
lives, or standing with uplifted faces to praise 
him for his unspeakable mercies. There is 
something in this unbroken worship, running 
parallel with all histOJ'y, and rising steadily 
from the awful dread of instinct to the adora-
• 
tion of the highest intelligence, which touches 
all those who study the highest needs of 
humanity with reverence and awe. Only the 
ignorant and the low-minded sneer at churches; 
to all others the mere act of worship, how-
ever imperfect and inadequate, is a sacred 
thing. Along this avenue of visible adora-
tion of the unseen God all the highest and 
• 
holie8t have walked; forth from these shrines 
men and women have gone to all the glori-
OUlh martyrdoms; out of this worsbip bave 
come those restraining forces which hav~ 
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held back the baser passions, and those com-
manding aspirations which have led the march 
of civilization. It has never been enough 
that men should acknowledge God in the secret 
chambers of their own souls; the needs of the 
great world have demanded public declaration 
of faith and service, and the private adora-
tion has sought for visible shrine and audible 
worship as surely and by as true a law of 
nature as the sap at the root of the tree seeks 
the revelation of itself in flower and fruit. 
The habit and practice of external worship 
of the invisible God is found to-day wher· 
ever church spires point heavenward or 
church bells send their solemn music into 
o..nr homes; these spires testify to the fait4 
in God, venerable as history, and these bells 
repeat the invitation, old as time, but re-
'uewed forever and forever. 
, But there are large numbers in this age 
, -
who have forsaken both church and worship, 
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whose religious life, if they have any, iil con-
cealed and hidden. The anny of those who 
rarely cross the threshold of the church has 
. . 
no leadership nor organization, but so far as 
numbers give strength it is a mighty host. 
This great detachment of the moving column 
of humanity has separated itself from the 
main body, has deserted the standat'ds that 
, 
ill every age have led the upward struggle 
toward righteousness, love, and the victories 
of truth. The non-church-goers are out of 
line with the noblest life of the past; they 
have broken ranks with the loftiest souls iii 
history; they have Meparated themselves from. 
the historic development of humanity_ Have 
they good and sufficient reasons for a step so 
momentous to themselves and to the world? 
1. Thet'e ate in every community a few 
persons who have tried to think out their re-
lations to an invisible God, honestly and in-
telligently, and who have come to the delib-
No. 1'1t. 
OUT ·OF LINE . 
. 
el'ate conclusion either that there is no God 
• 
to "T~rship, or, if there is a God, that he is 
deaf to the cr~es of men and dead to their 
needs. For the atheist and the agnostic "The 
, 
Christian Union" has only words of the deep-
est sympathy. To be alone and fatherless in 
an inmeasurable and incomprehensible _ uni-
verse is surely sorrow enough to any intelli-
g'Emt mind and sensitive heart. It is the 
. . 
daily and hourly realization of that terrible 
dJ;eam of Richter's in which, at the black 
midnight, he saw the dead rise tQ an immor~ 
tality more terrible than death, and heard the 
piercing cries of the children for their Christ, 
and saw the Christ descend into the midst of 
them more desolate and miserable than them-
selves, bearing from the lonely universe the 
awful message that they and he were alike or~ 
phans: in it. To surrender all the consolations 
that come from the divine heart of love, all the 
. .. 
strength that flows from the Infinite Power, 
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all the inspiration and loyalty that are born 
in the consciousness of the. di rine guidance of 
human life from the day when Abraham went 
forth, not knowing whither he went, to sow 
the seeds of mighty civilizations-carries with 
it .a sorrow too deep for words, a loss too 
great for thought. 
2. But the candid, honest, intelligent disbe-
lievers in God and in Christianity are (l0I!l-
paratively few; the great body of those who 
stay away from the Church because they pro-
fess to reject the truth which the Church 
teaches are neither candid nOlO intelligent. 
The talk about these things that one hears ill 
railroad .cars, in places where idle men con-
gregate, and even in resorts of a far higher 
·grade, is the very reverse of candid, serious,· 
truth-seeking discussion. It is frivolous, cap-
tious, credulous, thoroughly uninteIlectuaJ. 
Touching the · deepest and most sacred things 
in life, it lays no tender, reverent hand upon 
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them, but strikes with the coarse, brutal hand 
of pure materialism. Get haIfa hundred 
non-believers together, and ask them to give 
their re,asons for rejecting the truths of re-
ligion, and you will be fortunate if you find 
five who can give you a reason which is even 
'respectable from an intellectnal stand-point; 
the vast majOl·ity will only bring out more 
clearly, as you press them for the reasons of 
their attitude, the fact that they have never 
thought the matter out at all, but that in re-
jecting the highest relationship of life they 
are acting from prejudice, passion, ignorance, 
or a hopeless inability to understand spiritual 
things. Their rel!-sons will impress a ' spirit-
ually-minded person as do the arguments of 
Mr. Ingersoll-as the talk of those to whom 
. 
t:\!e whole subject they are discussing is as 
imcomprehensible as is a symphony of Bee-
thoven to one who has had no musical educa-
-
tionand no 'musical instinct in his soul. . It 
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can be said with absolute truth that even io 
, 
an honest, intelligent skeptic the great mass 
of skepticism is intellectually disreputable,_ so 
little candor and intelligence are in it, 
3. A large body of absentees from church 
services give as a reason for their desertio'u 
the faults, failures, and sins of churches and 
church members. That there is ground fQl" 
this criticism no one knows so well as the 
true lover of the Chw'ch; but as a reason fop 
remaining outside church worship and servi.ce 
it is of all reasons the most frivolous and 
. . -
untrue. If the Church is not what it ought 
to be, so much the more reason why your 
strength and virtue should be added to it; if 
it holds the truth in materialistic and unspir. 
itual forms, so much the more reason 'w:by 
your finer spiritual perceptions should be at 
its service. The Church is not, and ~ev~r 
. . 
assumed to be, an orgl1nization of sinless men, 
and women; is not, and never assumed ' ,to 
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be in any Protestant form, an infallible 
exposition and revealer of the spiritual 
life; it is a fellowship of those who believe 
in th~ Lord Jesus Christ and are endeav-
oring to walk in his footsteps. To a8sail it 
. . 
for its infirmities is to emphasize its human 
side; to stand apart from it because of those 
infirmities is to ignore the divinp. element 
, 
which, even in its worst days, it has never 
, 
lost. The sinless Christ did not withdraw 
from Peter, the liar and traitor; he turned 
upon him a look so full of tenderness and sor-
tow that the apostle went forth to a noble 
life and a heroic death. If there are money-
changers in the temple, your duty is not to 
desert the house of God, but to purify it. ' 
. .4. The great majority of those who do not 
go to' church simply disguise under sneers 
and gibes their own spiritual indolence and 
. . . . 
deadness. They do not go because the truths 
thai confront them within the churchdool'8 
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make them uncomfortable, disturb their ease 
of mind, and arrange their whole lives at the 
judgment bar of conscience. The mind finds 
ready arguments to defend the course. of life 
which is easiest and pleasantest; the man who 
does not wish to go to church readily discov-
ers the shortcomings of those who perform 
, 
the duty which he leaves unp-one. 
Those who leave God unrecognized in their 
, 
lives, and who separate themselves from the 
stream of spiritual power and influence which 
has fertilized the noblest lives in all ages., 
lose infinitely more thnn they realize; for 
they miss not only the great inspirations and 
consolations of life, but its grandest opportu-
nities. The Chul"ch can ill afford to lose any 
from its communion; but there is none so 
rich that he can afford to miss the abiding 
presence of that invisible God who is as truly 
wi~h the worshiper to-day as in the -daywheq 
the cloud and the shin~ng pillar were visible. : 
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